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by Denise Ayres

The starting line for 
the holiday shopping 
season is in view! We 

are making our lists and 
scouting the advertised sales 
starting the Friday after 
Thanksgiving. We struggle 
with the challenge of match-
ing the perfect gift to each 
person on our holiday gift-
giving list. Some people with 
talent and skills are creating 
gifts for the people you hold 
in high regard. We are all 
trying to make sure that we 
convey to our loved ones how 
much we value them as part 
of our lives.

Those shopping lists 
can also be looked at from a 
different angle. Reading the 
list of names brings thoughts 
of warm memories and a 
feeling of acceptance. We 
have also created a list of the 
people that value our pres-
ence and chose to include 
us in their thoughts, prayers 
and time. 

Gift giving can be 
challenging. There are the 
obstacles involved including 
time to shop, evaluating likes 
and dislikes, crowds, park-
ing, mailing, and of course, 
finances. Like Santa told my 
mom one time, “Somehow 
you make it all work.”

At times throughout the 
season we either say or hear “It 
is the thought that counts.” At 
first reaction that may sound 
like an excuse or sympathy. 
When you really think about 
it, it is neither. This saying 
holds within it what the actual 
gift is. Being in someone’s 
caring thoughts gives us the 
meaningful gift of acceptance, 
love or friendship. We rarely 
take time to stop and think 
about how people include us 
in their thoughts and wish us 
good things throughout the 
entire year. In some cases it 
has been over many years. 

That sure 
does add up 
to a lot!

Friendship 
and holiday 
gift giving by Rev. Bill Buckeye

The Bay Ministerial Asso-
ciation is sponsoring a 
Community Thanksgiv-

ing Service on Sunday, Nov. 
18, at 7:00 p.m. This service, 
hoped to be the first of an 
annual tradition, will be held 
at the Bay United Methodist 
Church, 29931 Lake Rd., at 
the corner of Lake and Bas-
sett roads.

This service will be the 
opportunity for anyone who is 
interested in giving thanks for 

the many blessings of our lives 
to gather together and do so. 
Several of the pastors of Bay 
Village will help to lead this 
service and the choirs of all the 
churches will be joining in one 
group anthem, estimated to be 
over 100 voices strong. Fr. Tim 
Gareau of St. Raphael Catholic 
Church will bring the message 
for this ecumenical service.

After the recent storms we 
have even more to be thank-
ful for than before. For all of 
our inconvenience and even 
lost food, no lives were lost in 

our community and no homes 
were burned to the ground or 
washed away as happened 
on the East Coast. The entire 
community is invited to 
attend this service. Casual 
attire is welcome as is every 
grateful heart.

In lieu of an offering at 
this service those attending 
are encouraged to donate to 
the charity of their choice, 
particularly those agen-
cies helping with the storm 
recovery following Hurricane 
Sandy. 

Bay churches join to offer Community 
Thanksgiving Service on Nov. 18

Kiwanians John Sweany and Ken Frisch help with fall cleanup at the Hospice of the 
Western Reserve’s Ames Family Hospice House in Westlake on Nov. 9.

Westlake Kiwanis serves the community
by George Christ

The Westlake Kiwanis 
Club is very active in 
serving the community. 

On Nov. 9, ten members of the 
club spent the morning at the 
newly opened Ames Family 
Hospice House off Crocker 
Road doing a clean up project. 
On Saturday, Nov. 10, Kiwan-
is, in cooperation with high 
school Key Club members, 
raked yards of seniors and 
other residents who requested 
help getting ready for winter. 

As the holidays approach 

the club will be involved in 
helping pass out food baskets 
at the Westlake Community 
Center. These are just a few 
of the activities the club is 
involved in during the year. 
Recently the club helped the 
Westlake Fire Department by 
purchasing equipment for 
each rescue squad to adapt the 
stretchers for small children 
and infants.

These projects and others 
are only possible because of the 
dedicated members who belong 
to the Westlake Kiwanis Club. 
Membership is open to any 

adults who live or work in West-
lake. The club meets on Tuesday 
nights for dinner and a program 
at SB81 Restaurant at 6:30 p.m. 

The Westlake club also 
sponsors the Key Club at West-
lake High, Builders Club at Lee 
Burneson Middle School and 
an Aktion Club in the western 
suburbs.

If you are interested in 
community service projects, 
informative programs and 
meeting new friends, consider 
becoming a member. For ques-
tions or information, call 216-
832-1640. 

WHS softball 
fundraiser at 
Huntington 
Playhouse Dec. 2
by Doug Foster

Westlake High School Girls 
Fastpitch Softball will 
sponsor a benefit perfor-

mance of “Winter Wonderettes” at 
Huntington Playhouse in Bay Vil-
lage on Sunday, Dec. 2, at the 2 p.m. 
matinee.

This seasonal musical features 
all your favorite holiday tunes and 
is fun for all ages.

For more about the “Winter 
Wonderettes,” read Tom Meyrose’s 
article on page 5 of this issue.

There will be a reception for 
players, coaches, parents and guests 
starting at 1 p.m. with light snacks 
and desserts being served. Tickets 
are $20 for adults and $15 for stu-
dents 18 and under. Make checks 
payable to Westlake Board of Edu-
cation. 

For tickets, contact Doug Foster 
at 440-759-3313. 

Road closed signs were a 
common sight in Bay Village 
and Westlake following the 
storm. This photo was taken 
the morning after – Tuesday, 
Oct. 30 – on Lake Road between 
Clague and Columbia roads.

Hurricane Sandy 
stories and photos  
on pages 9-10
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Observer Guidelines
Want to submit an article to the Observer? We’d love 
to hear from you! Here are some guidelines to keep in 
mind when writing for the Observer:
• Anyone who lives, works or has a vested interest in 

Westlake or Bay Village is encouraged to contribute. 
Aim for 300-500 words. 

• Check your facts. Take the extra time to ensure 
accuracy.

• Submit original stories and photos. Don’t copy 
others’ work and remember to credit your sources. 
Be respectful of others.

• Write for the community. Your stories will be read 
by people throughout Westlake and Bay Village 
(and beyond) so keep the audience in mind when 
choosing topics.

• Know you’ll be edited. All stories pass through 
editors who review stories for spelling and grammar. 
We try to keep the news as “unfiltered” as possible, 
but may edit length and content if necessary.

• Disclose your affiliation. If you have a personal or 
business relationship with the subject of your story, 
let your readers know.

• Don’t write stories solely to promote your business–
that’s what ads are for.

Ask questions! We’re here to help you at every step 
along the way. Don’t hesitate to come to us for advice 
or help with topics, content or the submission process. 
to join in, sign-up through the Member center at 
www.wbvobserver.com and submit your stories & 
photos. Photos should be jpegs & a minimum of 2 
megabytes in size. If you have questions, contact us at 
staff@wbvobserver.com. 

Over 500 citizens 
have contributed to 
the Observer

by Louise Seeholzer

One dictionary defines 
“artist” as “somebody 
who does something 

skillfully and creatively.” The 
people who attended a program 
by Phyllis Fannin on Nov. 8 at 
Porter Library were well aware 
that they were experiencing an 
artist of skill and creativity who 
is fired by a passion for her work. 

While the art of print 
making, lithography, dates back 
to the late 1700s, Fannin works in 
a relatively new (20 years) method 
called paper lithography or Xerox 
lithography. While using modern 
technology might suggest a quick 
process, nothing could be further 
from the truth. Fannin said each 
of her prints takes about two 
months to complete.

A display of completed 
prints revealed Fannin’s cre-
ativity, her attention to detail 
and a compelling strength and 
beauty. Her slide presentation 
provided insights on her work 
and her studio.

But Fannin’s demonstration 
of paper lithography, producing 
a print, using toner-based black 

and white photocop-
ies, rolled with oil-based 
printers’ ink, in a water 
resist, drew the complete 
attention of her audience.

The emotions experi-
enced by families of mili-
tary personnel, through 
photos of departures and 
homecomings, has been 
the focus of Fannin’s work 
for the last two years. 
Beginning with photo-
copies of photos, she uses 
a myriad of designs as 
backgrounds for her lay-
ered prints. The prints in 
her military project are 
done in three layers, using 
topographical maps as the 
design motif. Each layer, 
printed separately, is care-
fully cut and put in place.

Fannin, whose studio is in 
the Screw Factory Open Studios 
in Lakewood, explained the chal-
lenges of the process such as the 
difficulty of getting the right 
density of ink on a photocopy to 
produce the desired print result, 
the reality that many times the 
photocopy will make only one 
print requiring more than one 

perfect photocopy. The right ink 
mixture for rolling on the photo-
copy and the length of time for 
these inks to dry are also impor-
tant components of success.

In an unwavering dedica-
tion to bring art, in all forms, 
to the community, the West-
lake-Westshore Arts Council 
sponsored Fannin’s interesting 
program. 

Experiencing printmaking 
in the 21st century

The audience crowds around as Phyllis Fannin 
demonstrates how she creates a print from a photocopy.

This three-layered print from 
Fannin’s military project was 
shaped from a photo her husband 
took of Fannin saying goodbye to 
one of her sons in the military.

Innovative                       Aging ServicesRespectful

A Retirement Community
Like No Other...

www.SprengerHealthcare.com

Offering:
•	 Spacious	1	bedroom,	2	bedroom	and	turret	floor	plans
•	 24	hour	on-site	nursing	staff
•	 Chef	prepared	meals	and	fine	dining
•	 Complimentary	transportation
•	 Short	stay	and	respite	options

400	Community	Drive,	Avon	Lake,	Ohio	44012		•		(440)	930-6751

A limited Number of
Newly Constructed Assisted Living

Suites are Now Available!

PERFECT SURVEY
AWARD FOR

2010, 2011, 2012

Call today to schedule a tour (440) 930-6751

TC AL Adb_11_12.indd   1 11/7/12   4:16 PM
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Introducing 
St. John Medical Center’s 
30-Minute Emergency Pledge

   When you’re hurt, sick or just not feeling well, the last thing you 
want to do is wait in an emergency room. That’s why St. John 
Medical Center has introduced the 30-Minute Emergency Pledge. 
When you arrive through our Emergency Department doors, you 
will be seen by a member of our caring team of ER physicians 
within 30 minutes. 

Their expertise is matched by our state-of-the-art Emergency 
Department, which helps our staff quickly assess your condition 
and respond appropriately. As one of Ohio’s few hospitals with a 
Level III Trauma Center together with accredited Chest Pain and 
Primary Stroke Centers, St. John Medical Center assures 
that you will be treated in a timely manner following national 
standards, resulting in superior medical outcomes.

Emergency medicine is about skilled care and speed. 
At St. John Medical Center, we pledge to provide 
fast, efficient quality care...with heart and compassion.

 All within 30 minutes.     

S T J O H N M E D I C A L C E N T E R . N E T

MINUTE

PLEDGE
EMERGENCY

3030

{ {This is our pledge to better serve you.

Kelly Radeff, RN
Emergency Department Nurse
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by Tom Meyrose

The Metro-West Kiwanis 
Club with the help of 
Huntington Playhouse 

will hold a food drive to ben-
efit the Bay Food Ministry on 
Sunday, Nov. 25, at the 2 p.m. 
matinee performance of “The Winter Wonderettes.”

Huntington Playhouse will discount their full-priced 
tickets for every five non-perishable food items brought 
in that day. The theatre will deduct increments of $5 off 
the price of an adult ticket, up to $20. So if five items 
are brought in, $5 is deducted from the full priced adult 
ticket. If 10 items are brought in, $10 is deducted and the 
discount continues at the 15 and 20 item levels as well. 
No other discounts apply.

“The Winter Wonderettes” are back and they are enter-
taining at the annual Harper’s Hardware Holiday Party. 
When Santa turns up missing, the girls must use their 
talent and creative ingenuity, plus some great holiday tunes 
such as “Santa Claus is Comin’ to Town,” “Jingle Bell Rock,” 
“Winter Wonderland” and many other seasonal favorites, 
to save the day. The result is, of course, marvelous! This 
entertaining show will delight audiences of all ages.

The production opens on Nov. 23 and plays through 
Dec. 16.

Bay Food Ministry was formed in 1989 and is now 
operating in its 23rd year as food pantry to residents of 
Bay Village and surrounding communities who meet 
income guidelines for State of Ohio food programs. 

It relies on donations of non-perishable food and 
also purchases over 2,000 pounds of non-perishable, 
dairy and frozen foods along with non-food items from 
Cleveland Food Bank. Currently Bay Food Ministry serves 
over 200 people each month, representing 83 house-
holds, providing a generous three-day supply of food on 
the last Friday of each month.

To make a reservation to support the Bay Food Min-
istry Food Drive, contact the box office at 440-871-8333. 
Huntington Playhouse is located at 28601 Lake Rd. in 
Bay Village. 

Food drive for Bay Food 
Ministry at Huntington 
Playhouse Nov. 25

✔

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?
David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.

General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Rd., Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies 

Welcome!

Free...Your Choice! 
Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate 

to Giant eagle with new patient exam and x-rays

18515 Detroit Avenue • Lakewood, OH
216.221.3500 • georgetownrestaurant.net

Visit Us and Try Our 
New Fall Menu!

Georgetown

Superb Food • Spectacular Ambiance
Open for Dinner at 5pm Mon.- Sat.

LIVE MUSIC
Friday & Saturday at 9pm

Visit our website’s event page for list of musicians

HAPPY HOUR 5-7PM M-F

Best Happy Hour - Voted Five Out of Five Olives!

Call to book your Holiday Party!

PLEASE PROOFREAD
Ad artwork ©2011 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. 
Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

STUMP 
GRINDING
 1-440-941-1433

 Fully Insured
Proud resident of Bay Village 

serving the northwest 
communities

by Denny Wendell

Here’s a scenario – you’re in 
your teenage daughter’s 
room gathering clothes 

for your weekly laundry loads and 
come across a container of bath 
salts buried underneath a pile of 
dirty clothes. You think, “I didn’t 
know she was into taking baths,” 
but with teenagers, who can tell 
what they’re into at any given time.

As you think about it though, 
it gives you pause, because you 
don’t remember her taking any 
baths recently and yet the con-
tainer is half empty. You look 
again at the bottle of salts and it 
is labeled Vanilla Sky. How calm-
ing, you think. The fact is that 
these bath salts may not be for a 
soothing, relaxing bath but may 
be a tell-tale sign that your teen is 
experimenting with an illicit and 
dangerous drug.

This type of synthetic drug, 
made in underground labs and 
marketed as a household item, 
was among the topics discussed 
at the “Because All Youth Mat-
ters” public forum held on Nov. 
7 in the Bay High School audito-
rium. Hosted by the Bay Village 
Kiwanis, the discussion featured 
community leaders including 
school and city officials, members 
of the clergy, police department 
and substance abuse counselors 
providing information on how 
to identify youth chemical sub-
stance experimentation, how this 
issue affects us all, plus what each 
of us can do as concerned citizens 
to help our kids stay drug free.

Besides the use of drugs, the 
forum also provided an insight to 
the abuse of alcohol by teens. Bay 
Village schools superintendent 
Clint Keener related a story of a 
Bay couple who came home early 
from a trip to find all their furniture 

covered in plastic. 
The reason? Their 
16-year-old son was 
preparing for a beer 
party and covered 
the furniture to 
protect it from the 
effects of the party. 
This scenario may 
not be common, 
but as Keener stated, 
“No one is immune 
to it.”

The superin-
tendent described 
the school system’s 
policy in dealing 
with students that 
have substance 
abuse problems. “We 
want to work with the 
parents and we want 
our students to make 
the right choices. We 
have procedures in 
place to help both the 
parents and student 
in these situations,” he said.

Bay Village Detective Kevin 
Krolkowski described how bath 
salts can be swallowed, snorted 
or smoked to get high and are 
growing in popularity among 
teenagers throughout the coun-
try. The new designer drug is 
making inroads into the teen 
population and are sold at con-
venience stores, gas stations and 
head shops. Krolkowski explained 
how the police, schools and Bay 
Family Services work together to 
help Bay Village teens that have 
been drawn into the use of drugs, 
and what programs are available 
to parents and teens in dealing 
with drug experimentation.

The evening’s most poignant 
moments came from a local 
mother who shared the story of 
her youngest daughter’s “descent 
into addition and her ascent into 

sobriety” and a young woman’s 
perspective as a recovering heroin 
addict.

Drugs, she said, “did a scary 
amount of damage to my life, to 
my family, to my education, to 
my future. They all ruined a part 
of what I had as a child.”

“I can’t even explain my 
gratitude to the people that are 
doing what they’re doing today,” 
she continued. “This is incred-
ible, and I know that it’s going to 
save lives.”

Bay Middle School Principal 
Sean McAndrews discussed the 
importance of parents educat-
ing themselves about teen drug 
use and encouraged all in atten-
dance to spread the word about 
teen drug experimentation and 
the “Let’s Talk About It” forum, to 
be held next May at Bay Middle 
School. 

BAY Matters forum stresses importance 
of early drug intervention

“We want to work with 
the parents and we want 

our students to make   
the right choices.”

–  Bay Superintendent Clint Keener
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by Audrey Ray, fifth-grader at 
Bay Middle School

It’s hard to believe it’s November 
already! Have you been thinking 
about what you are thankful for? 

I have. Ever since we had that awful 
storm from Hurricane Sandy and I 
learned about Malala, I’ve decided 
that I definitely have a lot to be 
thankful for this November. Really 
it’s probably never too early to get 
started. I have come up with the top 
ten things I am thankful for. I have 
many more than ten, but these are 
the things I am most thankful for:
1. Having electricity. I appreciate 

the convenience of electricity 
after having lived without it for 
days. I don’t know how the pio-
neers did it!

2. Being able to go to school. Since 
I’ve learned how much girls in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan want 
to go to school, I don’t take it for 
granted at all anymore. I under-
stand it’s a privilege to be able to 
go.

3. Having other freedoms and rights 
too. I would not want to live in 
America if it didn’t have freedoms 
and rights for their citizens.

4. My family and friends. They cheer 
me up and support my decisions. 
Plus, they’re fun to be around.

5. My teachers: Mrs. Hack, Mrs. 

Berkowitz, Mrs. Fisher, Miss 
McMaugh, Mrs. Robinson, Mrs. 
Harmount, Mrs. Hurtuk, Ms. 
Mullarkey, Mrs. Lion, Mrs. Bat-
tershell, Mrs. Mitchell, Mr. Sher-
wood, Mrs. Minium, Mr. Jensen 
and all my specials teachers. 
They have and are helping me 
learn to take risks and laugh at 
myself when I make mistakes.

6. My dog. Hagrid makes me laugh. 
He wakes me up every day even 
when we don’t want him to.

7. Running. I love, love, love to run! 
It always makes me feel good 
when I do it.

8. Writing. I definitely enjoy writ-
ing. I like writing about anything 
I want to and that’s my favorite 
thing about it.

9. Nature. I love going outside to 
play. Hiking is one of my favorite 
things to do outside.

10. Books. Reading a good book is 
like falling into it. It’s like you are 
literally in the book.

I hope my list reminds you of 
some of the things that you may 
be thankful for too. Maybe you can 
make your own list and as Thanks-
giving gets closer you can add to 
it. I think after Hurricane Sandy’s 
destruction and as Malala continues 
to recover in the hospital, it is impor-
tant for all of us to take the time to be 
thankful. 

MUSINGS FROM ThE MIDDLE

Time to be thankful

•	Quality	education	and	affordable	tuition	(less	than	$100	per		
	 credit	hour	for	Cuyahoga	County	residents)

•	Transfer	credits	seamlessly	to	partner	colleges	and	universities		
	 in	Ohio

•	STEMM	Focus:	Science,	Technology,	Engineering,	Math	and	Medical

Westshore	Campus		|		31001	Clemens	Road,	Westlake,	Ohio	44145

1-866-933-5183  |  www.tri-c.edu/westshore

Spring classes begin January 14, 2013

#1 in the nation		
for	associate	degrees		
conferred	in	health	

professions	and	related	
programs	among		
two	year	colleges

#3 in the nation 	
for	associate		

degrees	conferred		
in	nursing		
among	two		
year	colleges

More than 25 	
percent	of	all		

Tri-C	students	are		
focusing	in	health		
career-related	

studies

Cuyahoga Community College
Westshore Campus: The Smart Choice

13-2955 WS 4.625x7.25 4C Ad.indd   1 10/26/12   2:48 PM

$100

* To earn $100 bonus a new checking account must be open with a recurring direct deposit of at least $250 monthly.  The $100 bonus will be deposited into your 
new checking account after first direct deposit is received.  The new checking account must remain open for at least six months or a penalty in the amount of 
the bonus may be assessed.  FFL employees are not eligible for bonus. If offered, First Federal Lakewood reserves the right to limit any bonuses paid to one per 
household. The $100 bonus is subject to 1099 tax reporting.  This offer is valid as of October 26, 2012 and is subject to change or cancellation without notice.  Other 
restrictions may apply. May not be combined with any other First Federal Lakewood offer. Ask a branch representative for full details.

FALL SPECIAL

When You Open 
a New Checking Account 

With Direct Deposit

CASH BONUS*

Contact an FFL Branch for details
(216) 529-2700

Robert Kess recognized as 
Chamber’s 2012 Bright Star
by Mark Boepple

The West Shore Chamber of Com-
merce’s Bright Star for 2012 was 
recognized on Oct. 25 at the 

semi-annual Chamber Leadership 
meeting and annual Bright Star Awards 
presentation of the Northern Ohio Area 
Chambers of Commerce (NOACC) at 
the Great Lakes Science Center in 
Cleveland.

Over 50 chambers of commerce 
across northern Ohio nominated a 
person from their chamber as their 
“Bright Star,” to recognize the chamber 
member who has “made a significant 
impact on the chamber and their com-
munity through membership, sponsor-
ship, economic development, operations 
and education.”  Each Bright Star is an 
active chamber member for no less than two 
years and is likely to be an unsung hero or a 
dedicated behind-the-scenes volunteer.

Robert Kess of Pizza by Robert was 
named the West Shore Chamber of Com-
merce Bright Star 2012, accepting his cer-
tificate and trophy from Tony Gallo, NOACC 
chairman. Robert opened Pizza by Robert on 
Detroit Road in Westlake in 1993 and joined 
the West Shore Chamber in 1994. Among his 
many awards and accomplishments, Robert 
is a three-time winner of the Best Pizza on the 
westside as awarded by the Best of the West 

competition.
This is the fifth year for the Bright Star 

Awards, and again has given an opportunity 
to recognize these volunteers for their many 
contributions. Among their peer groups, as 
chamber representatives, board members 
and spouses were also in attendance.

“This annual event gives local chambers 
a chance to shine a spotlight on the people 
who help make our chambers successful … 
a chance to single out an individual who goes 
above and beyond the call of duty to make 
their chamber shine,” Gallo said. 

WEST ShORE ChAMBER OF COMMERCE

West Shore Chamber President Robert 
Kess and Chamber First Lady Kathy Kess 
of Pizza by Robert at the 2012 NOACC 
2012 Bright Star Awards Ceremony.



More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com   

6   WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER • 13 NOVEMBER 2012                                                                                                                 

Quality Painting. That’s All We Do!

216-529-0360
www.neubertpainting.com 

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107

The westside’s housepainter 
for over 35 years!

Interior • Exterior

620 Dover Center Rd. • 440-871-0899

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-6 pm. Closed Sun.

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

JIM                      MARIE

PLEASE PROOFREAD Ad artwork ©2012 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, 
all rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

by Karen Derby

Bay Village Schools were 
all closed for four days 
due to the ferocious 

windstorm linked with Hurri-
cane Sandy that swept through 
our area Monday, Oct. 30. 
Power outages, downed power 
lines and felled trees blocked 
roadways throughout the city 
and prevented schools from 
opening, according to Clint 
Keener, the district’s Superin-
tendent of Schools.

“A very large percentage of 
Bay Village homes were without 
power for the rest of the week,” 
he said. “Our school build-
ings were all without power 
Tuesday through Thursday. 
On Friday, both Westerly and 
Normandy elementary schools 
came back on line, but condi-
tions throughout the city were 
still dangerous. Many of our 
families and staff were staying 
a good distance away because 
their own homes had not had 
power restored as of Friday.”

It is always a difficult deci-
sion to call off school, Keener 
said, partly because the law 
limits school calamity days to 
five per year. “The legislature 
gives us the flexibility of five 
calamity days, but if we’re closed 
for more than that, we need to 
make them up,” he said. The 
recent event used four of the 
district’s five days. “We can elimi-
nate part of planned holiday 
breaks, or we can go a bit longer 
into the summer if we need to 
make up days.” Keener supports 
limiting the number of calamity 
days because they also interrupt 
important time for learning.

Parents who need to get to 
jobs when school is cancelled 
are always on Keener’s mind as 
he balances all the competing 
interests. “I’ll try to make that 
decision as early in the morn-

ing as I can or, if possible, the 
evening before. I know parents 
need time to make alternative 
arrangements for their chil-
dren.” Keener stresses that 
in the end, it is the safety of 
the students that will be para-
mount in his decision.

There are many ways that 
schools have to notify families 
and staff about closings, but 
the Bay Village City Schools 
still rely on news media to be 
the number one source for that 
information.

“News media have a 
system in place to efficiently 
report school closings, and 
they have a security system in 
place to eliminate the poten-
tial for false notifications,” 
said Keener. “They also have 
back up power supplies. After 
I notify the news media, I will 
follow up with automated 
telephone calls, if appropri-
ate, and now social media. But 
we warn families and staff to 
always confirm any informa-
tion they are hearing with a 
check on news websites.”

Keener noted that con-
firmation also appears on 
the district’s website at www.
b a y v i l l a g e s c h o o l s . c o m /
schoolclosings, which lists 
recommended local news 
sites offering texting and email 
alerts. The site hosts a video 
of Keener discussing how and 
why he makes his decisions 
about closing schools, as well.

Keener will usually confer 
with neighboring school dis-
trict superintendents regard-
ing weather-related school 
closings. However, road con-
ditions can differ from one 
community to another for a 
variety of reasons, and Keener 
will often drive around Bay 
Village very early in the morn-
ing to assess how city ser-
vices are keeping up during a 

snowstorm or icy conditions. 
“Bay Village road crews do a 
great job,” he said. “So long 
as a storm is not in progress 
during school travel times, we 
can usually open.”

Power outages, though, 
are a problem over which the 
schools have little room for 
flexibility. If the power outage 
occurs before the school day 
begins, Keener may look at a 
delayed start time or closing 
the affected buildings for the 
day. If the power outage occurs 
during the school day, students 
can remain in school as long 
as the indoor temperatures 
are acceptable. Otherwise, 
they may have to bus students 
to a warmer facility. “I don’t 
dismiss school in the middle 
of the day,” Keener said. “With 
so many working families, we 
could be sending them home 
to an empty house.” 

Keener said he is pleased to 
report that no damage occurred 
to any school buildings as a 
result of the storm. The power 
outage caused a limited loss of 
some food items in the cafete-
rias, but most of the frozen food 
was moved to freezers in the 
Clearview school system until 
power was restored in the Bay 
Village buildings.

He is hoping for a mild 
winter so that he will not 
have to use any more calam-
ity days. But if schools must 
close, Keener assures parents 
he will make his decision and 
get information out as early 
as possible. “Word spreads 
very quickly now, with social 
media,” he said. “We want 
parents and staff to always 
confirm information they 
hear from other sources with 
the official announcements on 
news media sites and on our 
website at bayvillageschools.
com.” 

Bay Village Schools Superintendent 
Clint Keener discusses school closings

BAY VILLAGE CITY SChOOLS

by Karen Derby

Bay Village voters 
approved a bond 
issue to raise $16.8 

mill ion for upgrades 
to the school district’s 
buildings. The prelimi-
nary results from the 
Cuyahoga County Board 
of Elections showed the 
issue passing, with 60.4 
percent of voters approv-
ing the tax increase. The 
bond issue is estimated to 
cost homeowners about 
$5 per month, or $60 per 
year, on each $100,000 of 
home valuation.

“We are grateful that 
our Bay Village voters 
understand and support 
the need to invest in our 
facilities,” said Keener. 
“Their support now will 
control costs in building 
maintenance for the next 
couple decades, and just 
as important, will allow us 
to optimize our learning 
environment.”

Superintendent Clint 
Keener expects that the 

public notices requesting 
bids for upcoming work 
will be posted early in the 
spring of 2013. Construc-
tion projects will begin 
the following summer. 
“Scheduling such a huge 
amount of work will 
require that some of it 
takes place while school is 
in session,” he said. “But 
we certainly want to take 
full advantage of those 
summer and holiday vaca-
tion times.”

Keener said that the 
district will be issuing 
informational updates 
to the community on a 
regular basis during the 
construction period. “We 
know that Bay Village resi-
dents have an expectation 
to be kept informed,” he 
said. “We will be using 
all our communication 
channels – our website, 
newsletters, social media, 
public meetings and 
working with the news 
media – to keep people 
apprised of our progress 
as we move along.” 

Bond issue passes for 
Bay Village Schools

Thank you District 16 
voters, Bay Village, Fairview 
Park, North Olmsted, Rocky 
River and Westlake, for your 
overwhelming vote of sup-
port to return me to the Ohio 
House of Representatives. It 
has been an honor and privi-
lege to serve you over the past 
four years and I look forward 
to continuing my work to 
create an environment to 
retain, create and bring jobs 
to Ohio.

A special thank you 
to my devoted team that 

worked hard over the past 
several months planning 
events, participating in 
parades, hosting coffees 
and walking door-to-door 
with me. It’s been an active 
campaign meeting many 
wonderful District 16 neigh-
bors along the way.

I sincerely appreciate 
your support in returning 
me to the Ohio House as your 
State Representative in the 
next 130th General Assembly.

– Nan Baker, District 16  
            State Representative

Thanks to voters
LETTER TO ThE EDITOR

Become a
destination location!

Entice customers by carrying the 
Observer. People seek us out and visit 
& support businesses that distribute 

the community’s most popular 
newspaper. Call us at 440-409-0114 

to become a destination location.
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by Karla Mussulin

The 30th annual 
Greening of Bay will 
be held on Monday 

evening, Dec. 3, and Tues-
day, Dec. 4. This holiday 
arrangement workshop is 
sponsored by the Bay Vil-
lage Garden Club. 

Please join us at Bay 
United Methodist Church, 
29931 Lake Rd., to create a 
perfect holiday decoration 
to adorn your home and 
please your family. You’ll 
receive a kit brimming 
with fresh greens and 
pretty decorations. 
The are four new 
design to choose from 
and each kit costs $30. 
Garden club members 
will be there for one-
on-one help. 

To view designs 
and times for each 
project, please visit 
our website at www.
bayvillagegardenclub.
com or call Carol at 
440-871-9260 for more 
information. 

14725 Detroit Ave.
Lakewood, OH 44107

UA Lakewood is located on the first floor of 
the historic Bailey Building in the heart of 
downtown Lakewood.

Select your future
at The University of Akron Lakewood

Register Now!
Call 216-221-1141 to schedule
an appointment with an advisor.

lakewood.uakron.edu

2013 CHECKLIST

  College Credit for

  High School Students (PSEOP)

  Bachelor’s of Organizational 

  Supervision (BOS)

  Bachelor’s of Social Work

  RN-BSN completion degree

  Saturday MBA

The University of Akron Lakewood
offers a variety of courses and 
programs at times that are 
convenient for busy students 
of all ages.

Greening of Bay holiday 
workshop returns Dec. 3, 4 
to Bay United Methodist

LETTER TO ThE EDITOR

by Pam Kilpatrick

Clague Playhouse presents the area 
premiere of “A Broadway Christmas 
Carol,” a delightful and unexpect-

ed mix of show-tune song parodies and 
Charles Dickens’ classic tale. It’s laugh-out-
loud, roll-in-the-aisles funny, but it also 
hews close to the Dickens narrative. Fea-
tured in our cast are Elicia J. Bryant as The 
Woman (Who Also Isn’t Scrooge), Justin 
Edenhofer as The Man (Who Isn’t Scrooge), 

and Mark Seven as Scrooge.
The play opened Nov. 9 and runs 

through Dec. 9 on Thursdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. 
No performance on Thanksgiving, and 
sold-out on Friday, Dec 7.

To purchase tickets, please contact 
the Box Office at 440-331-0403, Wednesday 
through Friday between 1 and 6 p.m. Ticket 
prices are $16 for adults and $15 for seniors 
(60+) and students. Clague Playhouse is 
located at 1371 Clague Rd. in Westlake. 

‘A little song, a little dance, a little 
egg nog down your pants’: Christmas 
musical opens at Clague Playhouse

Elicia J. Bryant as The Woman (Who Also Isn’t Scrooge), Mark Seven as Scrooge 
and Justin Edenhofer as The Man (Who Isn’t Scrooge).
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The answer, my friends, is 
blowin’ in the wind...

Storm a wake-up call for BayComm, CB group 
ready if severe emergency hits

by Siana Bennett, 
seventh-grader at Bay 
Middle School

I guess you don’t real-
ize how important 
the power is until it’s 

gone. I kept finding myself 
trying to turn the lights 
on or watch TV. When 
the power is off, you find 
yourself doing things you 
wouldn’t do if the power 
was on, like washing the 
dishes or doing something 
active instead of playing a 
video game or watching 
YouTube.

I think it is kind of a 
blessing, because once the 
thing you rely on every day 
is gone, you need to find 
other things to do, things 
you never tried before – a 
new adventure.

Some things I did: I 
went to Huntington Beach. 
The waves were big and it 
was so windy! I have never 
seen the lake like that and 
I will never see it the same 
way again. Of course I 
couldn’t stay long because 
it was very cold, and the 

wind was so strong I could 
hardly stand up straight.

I also took a walk 
around Bay Village at night. 
There were no lights, not 
even streetlights or traffic 
lights. Seeing everything so 
dark is incredible. The wind 
slowed down and there was 
only a sprinkle of rain. It 
made me think, what we 
would do without power? 
We would live like this, and 
it wasn’t that bad, actually. 
Everyone seemed to get 
closer, almost happier.

But I couldn’t help but 
feel sorry for the people 
that got hit by Hurricane 
Sandy and thought, “If 
you think this is bad, just 
think about who got hit 
by Sandy. They probably 
don’t have a house, let 
alone power.” So in a way 
we were very lucky, espe-
cially because we got to 
miss school for a couple 
days. I liked having the 
power out for a little bit, 
but sometimes I wished I 
could turn the heat on or at 
least the lights. I did try to 
enjoy it while it lasted. 

When the power goes out

by Jeff Bing

Okay, so let’s have a show 
of hands of everyone who 
honestly (and “honestly” 

IS the keyword here) felt Super-
storm Sandy, prior to her drop-
ping in for tea and crumpets a 
couple of weeks back, was going 
to disrupt your lives for up to an 
entire week? And I mean really, 
really honest – not the window-
dressing version of honest many 
of us, er, you, employ when you’re, 
let’s say, doing taxes.

Sir, I see you have your fin-
gers crossed, and so I’m going to 
have to disqualify your vote. Sorry. 
Oh, and just for the record, sir, it 
was not necessary to show me 
that your fingers were no longer 
crossed - particularly THAT finger. 
Yes, you can put that finger down 
now, sir. Thank you.

Now that you’ve been shamed 
into honesty – I hate it when I have 
to do that, but you really left me 
no choice – let me make an itsy-
bitsy confession of my own: Up 
until the moment when I was out 
in the backyard, wrestling with 
my lawn furniture, and waiting 
for the half-dead ash tree to come 
down on my garage and obliter-
ate everything inside which I held 
dear (especially me), I paid little 
attention to the warnings. Sandy 
who? “Sandy, Shmandy” were my 
exact words, as I recall.

After all, we were, what...a 
bazillion miles inland, right? I 
mean, we’ve experienced the 
after-effects of tropical storms 
and hurricanes before. You know 
the drill: maybe a little rain, and 
sure, perhaps a little wind - maybe 
enough to get the neighbor’s kid’s 
kite off the ground for fifteen 
minutes. Yawn. I mean, is there 
ever anything really worth getting 
excited about on the old Doppler 
around here?

Besides, we’re Clevelanders. 
If we can survive the likes of our 
professional sports teams, then 
what’s a little weather, for Pete’s 
sake?

But Tuesday morning (a.k.a. 
“the morning after”), when I 
awoke to survey the damage 
Sandy had levied upon my happy 
home, I was quickly made aware 
of a different level of carnage – a 
true horror which bespoke the 
sheer destructive power of Sandy, 
of such magnitude that is often 
incomprehensible to mere mor-
tals – that the Superstorm wielded 
the night before. My Plain Dealer 
box had blown away! With my 
paper! (That’s like, what, double 
jeopardy?)

Don’t know what kept me 
from calling 9-1-1; have never 
been under that kind of pressure 
or stress before. I mean, what does 
one do? Go door-to-door at 5:30 in 
the morning, asking neighbors to 
stop bailing out their basements 
for a few minutes to help me find 
my PD box (and paper)? But I 
knew I couldn’t put my needs first 
like that. I had to be strong.

So reached back for that 
“something extra” and I looked, 
and looked, but to no avail. For 
three solid days, my PD was deliv-
ered - make that plopped - on my 
sidewalk. My extremely wet side-
walk. I was depressed, to depths 
of which I’d never been subjected. 
Life, itself, had been rendered 
bogus.

And then, just like that, on 
Thursday, I came home from work 
to see my PD box in the center of 
my front lawn. My wife thinks a 
neighbor found it, realized it was 
mine, and returned it. I think it 
was much, much more. Perhaps 
it’s a little early in the season, but 
I’m pretty darn certain I know 
what it was.

A Christmas Miracle. 

by Jim Kettren

The aftermath of Superstorm Sandy was a 
harsh taste of reality. All but one member 
of BayComm, an all-volunteer Westshore 

CB radio group, were without power for up to six 
days. Working with the BVPD, I assisted with sitting 
on downed power lines until the power company 
got there, while another of our members had to 
deal with an oak tree splitting his garage in half. My 
mother is in the Knickerbocker and it was quite an 
ordeal for all of the residents there. The town was 
“lifeless,” as if it had been severely injured, and it 

seemed like an alien world just to drive around 
town in the darkness.

Interestingly enough, we had a few privileges 
that we wouldn’t have if it had been some form of 
EMP attack. We still had our cell phones, and we 
could still get gas in neighboring communities that 
were unaffected. Hard to believe that things could 
have been worse, but it was a wake-up call to me that 
we need to prepare for a time when wireless 2-way 
communications is all there is, to stay connected.

We may not have the luxury of going to a hotel, 
or to a relative’s house to ride it out. That will be the 
time when BayComm will hopefully have enough 

members to throw a lifeline 
across the community, to help 
people to stay in contact with 
one another, to provide critical 
information.

I do hope that residents will 
remember the confusion, anxi-
ety and frustration in the days 
after the storm and consider vol-
unteering their efforts to assist 
during future emergencies. For 
more information about Bay-
Comm, please contact me at jim.
kettren@hyland.com. 

Scores of residents visited Huntington 
Beach to experience firsthand the fury of the 
hurricane blowing across Lake Erie.

Wind gusts reaching 65 mph downed trees and electric wires, closing Lake Road at the 
Huntington Metroparks.

“October was the wettest month on record, with 10 inches of rain, seven 
inches occurring during the hurricane,” stated Westlake service director 
Paul Quinn. Pine trees were most susceptible to the softened soil and 
strong winds, like this one on Wolf Road in Bay Village on Oct. 30.

A broken street light pole pulls down utility wires on Porter Road.
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Hurricane Sandy downed trees 
throughout our community, 
leaving many without power
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by Schyler Bennett, 
sophomore at Bay 
High School

During the wind 
and rain caused 
by Hurricane 

Sandy, over 225,000 
Cleveland area residents 
lost power, including my 
family and I in Bay Village. 
When the power went 
out on Monday night, 
my little brother and 
sister scurried around 
the house trying to find 
candles and flashlights. 
After the house had a 
warm glow, our mom 
read us poems and we all 
told funny stories like we 
would at a campfire.

The next day we slept 
in because there was no 
school. We all bundled 
up and went outside to 
look around. There were 
branches and trees down 
everywhere. Down at the 
beach there was a huge 
pine that was lying in the 
middle of the parking lot, 
pulled up by its roots. 
It was so windy that I 
thought I might blow 
away.

We hopped in the car 
and went to IHOP where, 
after a two-and-a-half-
hour wait, we enjoyed a 
warm lunch. Target was 

across the street so we 
wandered around look-
ing for bits and pieces for 
our Halloween costumes. 
We had a supper of mac-
n-cheese and potato soup 
from Panera then went out 
for a walk. Even though 
it was cold, it was cool 
seeing all the houses dark 
with little flicker of candle 
light in the windows.

On Wednesday it was 
still cold and the power 
was still out. We had no 
school again, so to pass 
the time my brother and 
I went outside and picked 
up most of the fallen sticks 
from our yards, also my 
sister and brother had a 
crazy dance party then 
we watched a movie on 
my laptop till it ran out of 
power. Then we got in to 
our costumes and drove 
to Chipotle where they 
were having a special 
deal. There were so many 
people in costumes some 
were clever and really 
funny, Afterwards we went 
to Caribou to charge our 
gadgets for the next day.

Even though it’s hard 
living without power, I 
actually like it because I 
don’t have to worry about 
school stuff and I get to 
spend more time with my 
family! 

When Hurricane Sandy 
struck Bay Village

by Dianne Borowski

I can make no sense of the death 
and destruction following Hur-
ricane Sandy which devastated 

the East Coast and found its way 
into Northern Ohio. I think I am 
spoiled. Being without lights, heat 
or telephone for two and a half 
days felt like the end of the world 
to me.

When television and the 
internet were up and working, I 
saw what real hardship looks like. 
Real hardship looks like dirty flood 
water everywhere, homes demol-
ished, cars floating away, hunger, 
homelessness, fear, anger and 
despair. Compared to the losses 
suffered by those in the path of 
the storm, my problems seemed 
insignificant.

I’m thankful that I didn’t lose 
anything but some food during 
the storm. I had two small bat-
tery-operated lanterns and warm 
clothing. I am grateful for those 
who ventured out to provide those 
isolated by the storm with food 
and other help. I am especially 
grateful to the staff at the Knick-
erbocker Apartments who came 
in every day to make sure that 
everyone had access to oxygen if 
needed, lunch for those who had 
no food and for their smiles and 
encouragement under such stress-
ful conditions.

I heard statements such as 
tragedy brings people together. 
It’s great that this happens, but 
wouldn’t it be nice if we could help 
one another even in good times?

I am humbled by that which 
I have no control over. I am led to 
search for answers from a spiri-
tual source. I want to know why 
good people sometimes suffer 
so much hardship? I try to reach 
out to others in some small way 
as I believe together we can do 
that which can’t be done alone. I 
know one thing for certain, you 
can’t defeat natural disasters. 
Preparation and prayer are our 
strongest allies. 

Storm reminds 
us to care for 
each other 
even during 
good times

ONE SENIOR’S OpINION

A large diameter tree was toppled on Wolf Road.

A snapped electric pole (above) on Hilliard 
Boulevard at Westhill kept Hilliard closed until 
Thursday, Nov. 1, when electric crews repaired 
the damage (right).

A Bay Village service truck on Nov. 9 adds to the mound of debris cleared 
from the streets of Bay and Westlake after the storm. The brush pile, located 
behind the Westlake Service Garage, will be chipped into mulch.
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A fallen tree blocked the street on West Oakland in Bay Village.

Strong winds off the lake uprooted a tree in the Huntington Beach parking lot.

See more photos online at 
wbvobserver.com/photoblogs
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by Lysa Stanton

Today if I want an easy Crock 
Pot recipe, I simply check the 
social media site Pinterest or do 

a Google search. A few clicks and I can 
find just the perfect beef stew recipe. 
The internet puts any recipe virtu-
ally at my fingertips. This time of year 
prompts many of us to reach into our 

collection of family favorite recipes to 
prepare for a special holiday meal. 

Walk back in time with me as we 
discover the “community cookbook.” 
Most community cookbooks were 
and continue to be sold to raise funds 
for various projects. Maria J. Moss is 
credited with creating the first char-
ity cookbook. It was sold to help cover 
medical expenses for the care of Civil 
War soldiers.

That first book was quickly copied 
by other groups and organizations. 
During the time period of 1864-1922, 
approximately 300 different types were 
sold. Incidentally, Maria’s cookbook 
can be downloaded from the internet 
today, as well as many others that are 
in the public domain.

The idea of collecting recipes from 
a particular civic group, organization 
and especially a church was not only 
extremely popular but also in many 
instances profitable for them. How 
many of us own at least a few of these 
types of cookbooks? I can boast of at 
least three of these such cookbooks in 

my collection, including one assem-
bled by a Dover Congregational Church 
Sunday School class in 1916. It is said 
to have been printed in Cleveland 
and then brought via the Interurban 
Railroad back to Dover. The cook-
books were then loaded onto a sled 
and brought back to the church. It was 
republished by the Westlake Historical 
Society in the 1970s.

This 1916 cookbook even includes 
a Thanksgiving menu provided by Mrs. 
G.C. Lathrop. These cookbooks give 
you an insight into the meals that were 
prepared by all those who shared their 
recipes. You can look at each recipe 
contributor and oftentimes it will read 
as a who’s who of the community. The 
Westlake Historical Society is always 
in search of these special cookbooks. 
Maybe your church or group put one 
of these books together, or maybe you 
have extra books that you might con-
sider donating to our collection. If you 
would, please contact the society at 
westlakehistory@yahoo.com or 440-
808-1961. 

Community cookbooks offer glimpse into history
WESTLAKE hISTORICAL SOCIETY

A collection of community cookbooks from years past on display at the 
Clague House Museum.

by William Krause

One of the homes recently 
researched by the Westlake His-
torical Society at the request 

of the owner is at 2650 Clague Rd., on 
a portion of Original Lot 49. This home 
is a simple farmhouse in a gable-wing 
configuration with the gable facing the 
street. 

Notes and a sketch from Melanie 
Olm, a former historian with the Society, 
state that when a previous owner, Mrs. 
Crane, was doing a remodeling project 
she found an 1865 newspaper in the wall. 
However, Ms. Olm found that the 1860 
and 1870 appraised values remained the 
same on the piece of land that the house 
is located on.

In 1813 Abijah Crosby purchased 
all 160 acres of O.L. 49 from Nehemiah 
Hubbard. The land passed through 
three other owners until Sheldon John-
son purchased all of it in 1835. In 1837 
Sheldon Johnson sold 75 acres of the 
part of O.L. 49 currently under 2650 
Clague, by 1857 he had re-purchased it. 

For the year 1859, assessed values 
were given for buildings on land sepa-
rate from the land itself – and no build-
ing values are given for any portion of 
O.L. 49, which by that time was now 
divided into three parcels.

The 1865 will of Sheldon Johnson 
states: “I give and bequeath to John W. 
Hawkins fifty acres of land of the farm on 
which I now reside in Dover Township. … 
I give and bequeath to Luvina Hawkins 
wife of John W. Hawkins fifty acres of 
land of the farm on which I now reside. 
… I hereby nominate, constitute and 

appoint John W. Hawkins 
the Executor of this my last 
will and testament.” It is not 
clear where the house that 
Sheldon Johnson resided in 
was located, there is a slim 
possibility but no direct evi-
dence that it was moved or 
incorporated into the subject home.

Years ago, researcher Melanie Olm 
found that the 1872 tax records show 
Sheldon Johnson as the owner of the 
property on which the subject house is 
located, the 24 ¾-acre parcel is valued 
at approximately $30 per acre, the same 
as the abutting acreage. However, in 1873 
the same acreage is valued at $995 total, 
an increase of $258, while abutting acre-
age remained at the same value. 

This rise in valuation was the first 
that Melanie Olm was able to find for this 
property in the tax records which was not 
accompanied by a general rise in value 
for all properties and also not occurring 
on surrounding parcels.

An 1870 tax map does not show 
any structures on the Sheldon Johnson 
parcels. An 1874 atlas map does show a 
structure on the easterly frontage of a 24 
¾-acre parcel shown as owned by J.W. 
Hawkins.

Therefore the year of construc-
tion has been narrowed between 1870 

and 1874 with a probable date of 1873. 
Katherine Hawkins, widow of John W. 
Hawkins was the next owner of the prop-
erty. We believe that the structure shown 
on the Hawkins parcel on the 1874 atlas 
map is the house at 2650 Clague and 
it should be here-after designated the 
John W. and Katherine Hawkins house.

For more information about the 
Westlake Historical Society’s plaquing 

program for century homes in the city, 
call  440-808-1961 or westlakehistory@
yahoo.com. A $50 application fee defrays 
some of the cost of doing the research to 
determine if the home is one hundred 
years old. If it is found to be a century 
home, the applicant is notified and is eli-
gible to purchase a personalized plaque 
with the approximate construction year 
from the Society for $75. 

The Westlake Historical Society has recently determined that this house at 2650 Clague 
Rd., once owned by John W. and Katherine Hawkins, dates to 1873.

A look at the research 
used to determine 
century-home status

The third in a series of four 
articles on historical homes 
in Dover – now Westlake and 
Bay Village – and the Westlake 
Historical Society’s century-
home plaquing program.

History of words and phrases
Compiled by Dave Scullin

Big-Stick Diplomacy: A political catchphrase that describes diplomatic negotiations 
backed up by the threat of military force.

Heebee Jeebies: to make a person uncomfortably nervous. first used in a cartoon in 1923.

Safari: In Swahili a “safari” is any journey. The term was made popular by nineteenth 
century English explorer Sir Richard Burton.

Under the table: During World War II, dishonest businessmen would keep articles and 
foodstuff “under the table,” for sale to favored customers, usually at inflated prices. The 
term is still used today to describe any illicit trading.
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Santa iS coming!
on Saturday, Dec. 1
come have lunch 12:30-2:00
Bring your cameras!
25517 Eaton Way, Bay Village (off Columbia Rd.)     440-250-9086

Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub

Lincoln at Gettysburg

Call 800.707.8922 or visit 
hospicewr.org/veterans

Serving Ashtabula, Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain 

outreach into Medina, Portage and Stark Counties.

800.707.8922 |  hospicewr.org  

Follow us on:

Hospice of the Western Reserve 
Salutes Our Veterans

Providing personalized care for 
seriously ill Veterans and their families.

The Confident Choice For 
In-Home Care.

28025 Clemens Rd., Suite 4, Westlake ...........440-250-9733

Providing quality, 
 affordable, non-medical 

in-home care for seniors 
and other clients who 
need companionship 

 and personal care.

firstlighthomecare.com

Retired Bay Bus Driver
 Lamp Repair - Reasonable Rates
FLOOR LAMPS, TABLE LAMPS,
DESK LAMPS, WALL SCONCES

(no chandeliers please)

440-871-4389

Ray the Lamp Guy

by Mel Maurer

Nov. 19 will mark the 149th anni-
versary of Abraham’s Lincoln’s 
Gettysburg Address in 1863. 

As I have for the last 13 years, I’ll be in 
the National Cemetery in that historic 
town to hear the address given again by 
a good friend and noted Lincoln per-
former, Jim Getty.

The main speaker this year will 
be Steven Spielberg, director of the 
new movie, “Lincoln,” which promises 
to present Lincoln on screen for the 
first time as he really was – man and 
politician.

As a lifelong student of Lincoln and 
occasional Lincoln performer, I’ve come 
to know and love Lincoln’s words. His 
272-word Gettysburg Address represents 
the best of his ability to express himself 
well, while defining his principles and 
his vision for our country.

In a two-minute talk, Lincoln reset 
the American dream, as stated “four 
score and seven years” earlier in our 
Declaration of Independence in 1776, 
that “all men are created equal”  and 

extended that dream to the world: “this 
nation or any nation so conceived and 
so dedicated,” and defined what democ-
racy really is once and for all, a “govern-
ment of the people, by the people, for 
the people.”

He also called on us to dedicate 
ourselves to the “great task remaining 
before us” to ensure democracy does not 
“perish from the earth.”

Over the years, the Gettysburg 
Address has become more of a mantra 
than simple words to live by – memoriz-
ing it and reciting it by rote somehow 
removes the recognition of its words and 
what they mean. And despite his words 
that “The world will little note or long 
remember what we say here…” Lincoln 
wrote it to be read, making sure it would 
be printed accurately by making sure a 
reporter transcribed it from his written 
copy. And printed it was, making its way 
around the world in newspapers and 
then books.

The movie “Lincoln” takes place in 
1865 but I hope that Spielberg found a 
way to somehow include the best 272 
words in our country’s history. 

by Julie Holland

Veterans Day reminded me of my 
son Justin’s Eagle Scout project, 
and I thought it would be nice to 

make others aware of Operation Grati-
tude and their mission. At this time last 
year, we were trying to beat the holiday 
deadline as Justin wanted to collect 
items for care packages for soldiers. 

He did some research and found 
that Operation Gratitude had a very 
organized and extensive program with 
a number of ways to show soldiers, their 
families, wounded warriors and veter-
ans our gratitude for their service. They 
collect the items and are able to distrib-
ute them appropriately and to those in 
most need. Many times an officer will 
identify a particular person who is 
not receiving communication from 
home or is in an especially difficult 
situation, and those requests can be 
filled by Operation Gratitude and 
their wonderful staff and volunteers 
through donations collected from 
across the country.

We were thankful for the many 
people involved in Justin’s project: 
those near and far, and those young 
and “young-at-heart”! Over 150 cards 
and letters were made, some by Nor-
mandy Elementary School classes, 
some with the help of senior citizens 
at the Knickerbocker, and others by 
a Cub Scout pack during a meeting.

Handmade items are the favor-
ites on the wish list and we were lucky 
to include some skillfully knit scarves 
with letters of appreciation made by 
local ladies and also Justin’s grandma 
in Jamestown, NY (who made four). 
Another lady made some beautiful 
blank holiday cards for our heroes to 
send to THEIR loved ones!

Donations of socks, personal 
hygiene items, snacks, money, and 
more were collected. Over 300 dental 
care items were donated by area den-
tists. Beanie Babies are also sometimes 
included in the care packages and one 
grandma generously donated a whole 
bag full, bringing the total up to 75. Why 
Beanie Babies? To quote a Marine on 
the Operation Gratitude website: “The 
Beanie Babies help us out a lot with the 
local kids. We give them candy and toys 
and they give us the location for IED’s.” 
What a sad reality.

Used cell phones and inkjet car-
tridges were collected at Normandy 
and Bay Community Services. These 
items were recycled with a company 
which sends the proceeds to Operation 
Gratitude. If more come in, we will be 
sure they are forwarded to benefit this 
organization.

Justin thanks all those who con-
tributed to his project last year, which 
helped our heroes and also helped 
him to achieve his Eagle Scout Rank 
in June with BSA Troop 235 (Bay Pres-
byterian Church). It’s exciting to report 
that a couple recipients of care pack-
ages responded to two of our Normandy 
students who made cards or letters for 
Veterans Day last year. We received a 
letter and photos from a 1st Lieuten-
ant from Los Angeles who is stationed 
in Afghanistan, and a letter from a US 
Navy Ensign from Lexington, KY, who 
is stationed on the USS Germantown 
in Japan. Both were very appreciative, 
told a little bit about their service, and 
expressed how much it means for them 
to be remembered.

Please consider exploring www.
operationgratitude.com to see if there 
is a way you would like to help put a 
smile on a soldier’s face, or that of a vet-
eran, wounded warrior, or child with a 
parent in the military. They are currently 
nearing the end of their annual Holiday 
Drive; items sent in by Dec. 5 will be 
included in holiday care packages. Par-
ticipate as a group or as an individual.

There should be something for 
everyone on the website “wish list”! 
Please note, if you are interested in 
making scarves, there are specific guide-
lines on the website. If you have any 
questions, contact opgrat@gmail.com. 
Just a simple letter is very meaningful 
and one of their favorite items in the 
package! Please remember their sacri-
fice and let them know we are thankful!

Remembering our heroes 
through Operation Gratitude

Eagle Scouts Justin Holland and 
Sam Chamberlain with handmade 
items included with donations 
to Operation Gratitude for care 
packages during Justin’s Eagle Scout 
Project collection last year.



More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com   

12   WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER • 13 NOVEMBER 2012                                                                                                                 

m.Studios 
a Breathe and New Life Massage Therapy Collaboration 

Presents
Holiday Shopping Haven

Support local artisans by shopping with us!
Nov. 23 - Nov. 29

M-F 6-8pm • Sat. & Sun. 3-5pm
Unique Gifts & Stocking Stuffers from Local Artisans
Massage & Yoga Specials, Gift Certificates and More

Winter Artist Spotlight
Sat. Nov. 24 & Mon. Nov. 26

Meet Local Artists - Enjoy Holiday Refreshments
Receive an extra $5 OFF 

Massage Packages
815 Crocker Rd., Suite 2

216-280-3808

PLEASE PROOFREAD Ad artwork ©2012 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

www.mstudioswest.com

JOB NUMBER & PUBLICATION

4.23_PolPot
PUBLICATION

Westlake | Bay Village 
Observer
INSERTION DATE

NOV. 13, 2012
CLIENT: 

Polish Pottery, Westlake

Trim Size: 4.625” x 7.25”

Color:
 4 Color  BW
 2 Color  Other

Image:
 Hi Res  Lo Res

DELIVERED PROOF:
 Laser Proof
 JPEG
 PDF  
 Comprehensive
 Native Files

Notes:
__________________
Apprvd:______________
Date:______________
Prepared by:
                wendell design communications
               451 queenswood drive
                bay village | ohio 44140
                440.409.0119

Ad artwork ©2012 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all 
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Ceramika

Polish 
Pottery

Beautiful, Unique 
Christmas Gifts

Williamsburg Square
25895 Detroit Rd., Westlake
Open 10am-5pm Mon-Sat.

Holiday Hours starting Nov. 23rd - 
Thurs. til 8pm and Sun. 12-4pm

440-899-7646
www.bluepeacockimports.com

Dinnerware • Bakeware 
Beverage Serving Pieces 

Home Decor • Gift Ideas

Tis the Season for Gifts

Linda Burgess has always had 
a passion to care for others, 
and she has spent her life 

doing just that. She served as an 
Army medic in Saudi Arabia for 
two years, cared for her elderly 
parents and has worked as a home 
health aide, long-term caregiver 
and assisted-living nurse.

Since joining the staff at the 
Gardens at Westlake, Linda has 
become the most highly-respect-
ed caregiver at the senior living 
facility and has worked her way 

up from a night-shift caregiver 
to the adult enrichment coordi-
nator in the new Memory Care 
Program. Launched in April, 
the program serves Gardens 
residents with mild cognitive 
impairment, and the supervi-
sory position required Linda to 
complete five months of exten-
sive training. In early November, 
Linda received her well-earned 
dementia practitioner certifica-
tion. The residents under her 
care have shown improvement 

in socialization, verbalization, 
cognition and appetite.

Linda’s most recent honor 
was an award from the Ohio 
Assisted Living Association for 
outstanding caregiver.

“Linda is deserving of this 
prestigious award for proving 
what one can achieve with humble 
beginnings and the remarkable 
passion to give of oneself to better 
the lives of others,” said Barb Bart-
lome, community relations direc-
tor at the Gardens at Westlake. 

Caregiver’s dedication recognized with award

Linda Burgess displays the outstanding caregiver award she 
received from the Ohio Assisted Living Association this year.



Join in at www.wbvobserver.com

                                                                                                                          13 NOVEMBER 2012 •  WEStLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER 13

WESTLAKE pORTER pUBLIC LIBRARY

November events at Porter Public Library
by Elaine Willis

Wednesday, Nov. 14 (10:30-11 
a.m.) Let’s sing and dance! – 
Join us for a fun session of singing and 
dancing. For children ages 2-6 with a 
caregiver. Space is limited, so please 
arrive early enough to receive a ticket at 
the Preschool Desk

Thursday, Nov. 15 (4-5 p.m.) 
FamiLy Fun! – Miss Nicole hosts an 
afternoon of stories, rhymes, silly songs 
and crafts! For children ages 3 and up 
with their families.

Thursday, Nov. 15 (4-6 p.m.) “twi-
Light saga: Breaking dawn 
Part One” – The final installment of the 
Twilight Saga, “Breaking Dawn Part Two,” 
is almost out in theaters. Join us on the 
eve of the new movie’s release as we watch 
“Breaking Dawn Part One” while munch-
ing on pizza and popcorn! Rated PG-13. 
Grades 7-12. Registration begins Nov. 1.

Friday, Nov. 16 (10 a.m.-noon) 
POrter’s FiBer Fanatics – 
Socialize, share, and solve problems 
while you work on your current project.

Friday, Nov. 16 (1-2 p.m.) kids in 
mOtiOn sensOry time – Join us 
for stories, activities, music and more! 
Program consists of a 30-minute story-
time followed by a 30-minute social-shar-
ing time for the group. No registration 
required. Program is designed to engage 
children with autism or other special 

needs/sensory challenges. Each child 
must have adult caregiver for assistance.

Sunday, Nov. 18 (1-2:30 p.m.) 
american girL BOOk cLuB – Join 
us as we meet the American Girls! We’ll 
discuss the books, have a snack and make 
a craft. This month we’ll meet Samantha. 
Ages 6-12. Registration begins Nov. 11.

Saturday, Nov. 18 (2:30-3:30 p.m.) 
Brick BuiLders cLuB – Love those 
LEGO bricks? Then bring your ideas and 
imagination to the club! All bricks pro-
vided. Ages 6-13. Registration begins one 
week before each session.

Monday, Nov. 19 (3:30-5:30 p.m.) 
teen LOunge – Need a place to hang 
out after school? Come to WPPL’s Teen 
Lounge on Monday afternoons! We’ve got 
computers, video games, board games, 
snacks and more! Registration not nec-
essary.

Monday, Nov. 19 (7-8:35 p.m.) 
mOnday night mOvie: “mOOn-
rise kingdOm” – A New England 
island community leaps into action to 
find two young runaways as a violent 
storm approaches. Rated PG-13. Regis-
tration requested.

Tuesday, Nov. 20 (2-2:45 p.m.) 
BOOk Bytes FOr hOmeschOOL-
ers – Join WordWeaver for lively discus-
sions about good books and more. Just 
bring your curiosity and sense of adven-
ture! Snacks provided. Ages 9-12. Please 
register.

Wednesday, Nov. 21 (10:30-11 
a.m.) Let’s sing and dance! – 
Join us for a fun session of singing and 
dancing. For children ages 2-6 with a 
caregiver. Space is limited, so please 
arrive early enough to receive a ticket at 
the Preschool Desk. 

Wednesday, Nov. 21 Thanksgiving 
Eve – LiBrary cLOses at 5 P.m.

Thursday, Nov. 22 Thanksgiving  
Day – LiBrary cLOsed

Friday, Nov. 23 (10-10:45 a.m.) 
cOme PLay with me! – Open play-
time with age-appropriate toys, songs 
and rhymes for ages 2-5 and their caring 
adults. Siblings welcome! Registration 
begins one week before each program.

Saturday, Nov. 24 (10:30-11:30 
a.m.) kids in mOtiOn sensOry 
time – Join us for stories, activities, 
music and more! Program consists of 
a 30-minute storytime followed by a 
30-minute social-sharing time for the 
group. No registration required. Pro-
gram is designed to engage children with 
autism or other special needs/sensory 
challenges. Each child must have adult 
caregiver for assistance.

Saturday, Nov. 24 (1-2:15 p.m.) 
cOnnecting FOr kids Parent 
discussiOn & FaciLitated 
PLaygrOuP – Participate in a discus-
sion group led by a pediatric expert while 
your children play in a separate room 
with a CCBDD facilitator. You must RSVP 

for the playgroup starting one month 
before each session. Children do not 
need a formal diagnosis to attend. 
Topics listed at connectingforkids.org.

Saturday, Nov. 24 (2:30-3:30 
p.m.) Brick BuiLders cLuB 
– Love those LEGO bricks? Then 
bring your ideas and imagination to 

the club! All bricks provided. Ages 6-13. 
Registration begins one week before each 
session.

Monday, Nov. 26 (1-7 p.m.) amer-
ican red crOss BLOOdmOBiLe

Monday, Nov. 26 (3:30-5:30 p.m.) 
teen LOunge – Need a place to hang 
out after school? Come to WPPL’s Teen 
Lounge on Monday afternoons! We’ve got 
computers, video games, board games, 
snacks and more! Registration not nec-
essary.

Wednesday, Nov. 28 (10:30-11 
a.m.) Let’s sing and dance! – 
Join us for a fun session of singing and 
dancing. For children ages 2-6 with a 
caregiver. Space is limited, so please 
arrive early enough to receive a ticket at 
the Preschool Desk.

Wednesday, Nov. 28 (2 p.m.) 
wednesday aFternOOn BOOk 
discussiOn – November’s selection 
is “Defending Jacob” by William Landay.

Thursday, Nov. 29 (4-5 p.m.) 
FamiLy Fun! – Miss Nicole hosts an 
afternoon of stories, rhymes, silly songs 
and crafts! For children ages 3 and up 
with their families.

Friday, Nov. 30 (11:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m.) cOnnecting FOr kids 
“teach me tO PLay” – Experts from 
the Cuyahoga Board of Developmental 
Disabilities will lead this playgroup for 
children 6 years and younger (siblings 
welcome). Parents will learn how to help 
their children play and interact with 
peers through modeling techniques. 
Children do not need a formal diagno-
sis to attend. Caregiver must stay in the 
room. No registration required. 

To register for any of the programs, 
please call 440-871-2600 or visit http://
signup.westlakelibrary.org:8080.

www.maple-leaf-landscaping.com

440-871-0584

When you are snowed in, 
it’s Maple Leaf to the rescue!

 

BAYarts 
 

HOLIDAY 
SHOP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NOVEMBER 23rd  
thru DECEMBER 

Artists: contact 
karen@bayarts.net 

www.bayarts.net 

Join the fun at Santa Bingo on Dec. 
2, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., at Westlake 
Community Services, 29694 Center 

Ridge Rd., and be a part of Westlake 
Families Helping Westlake Families in 
Need. Cost is just $5 for ten games of 
Bingo, a hot dog lunch with chips, juice 
box and a Christmas cookie. Bingo 

prizes are Toys R Us gift cards. For each 
donation of a canned food item, you 
will receive a raffle ticket for a Christ-
mas Goodies Basket drawing. FREE 
pictures with Santa. Children MUST 
be accompanied by an adult. Presale 
tickets only (NO walk-ins). Call 440-
899-3544 to order your tickets now! 

Santa Claus Bingo Dec. 2
SAVE THE DATE: 
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Providing concierge, errand, 
vacation, small business and 

personal assistant services with 
integrity and expertise.

 
Gift Certificates and custom 
tailored packages available

 

Call 216.570.5652 
or email lisa@lifesavorconcierge.com

Visit us online at 
www.lifesavorconcierge.com

...giving you time to Savor 
the moments of your Life

PLEASE PROOFREAD
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• artistic gifts & decor • interior design & selection center

Join Us for oUr Grand openinG!  
Thursday, Nov. 15th • 2-9 pm
26149 Detroit Rd., Westlake
Enjoy food & wine while you visit

Array Design Studio & Gifts

440.899.5144
www.array-studio.com

PLEASE PROOFREAD
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 THAI  SPICE
10% OFF 
Food Purchase

THAI  SPICE
Buy 2 Dinners 

& Receive 

$5 OFF
(with purchase of $25 or 

more; excludes duck meals)

THAI SPICE
Thai & VieTnamese Cuisine
25099 Center Ridge Rd. (near steinmart)

440-835-9228
m-Th: 11am-10pm; Fri: 11am-11pm
Sat: 3-11pm • Sun: 3-9pm
www.thaispiceohio.com

THAI SPICE
Thai & VieTnamese Cuisine
25099 Center Ridge Rd. (near steinmart)

440-835-9228
m-Th: 11am-10pm; Fri: 11am-11pm
Sat: 3-11pm • Sun: 3-9pm
www.thaispiceohio.com

27
23

50
6-
01

A new kind of “RESALE”store designed for
all women – sizes 0 to 26, petites and maternity.

Webuy and sell brand name, gently used,
in-style fashions EVERYDAY.

SOME OF THE BRANDS WE BUY:
ann taylor • banana republic • chicos • coach
• coldwatercreek • dooney & bourke • express

• j.crew • lane bryant • limited • loft
• louis vuitton • talbots • white house |black market

M-F 10-8, Sat10-7, Sun 12-6

®

We pay
cash for
clothes!

Complete the look with our sensational
scarves and costume jewelry.

www.clothesmentor.com

6145 Mayfield Rd.

440-646-9640
MAYFIELD HEIGHTS

15143 Pearl Rd.

440-238-8300
STRONGSVILLE

25373 Lorain Rd.

440-617-6013
NORTH OLMSTED

PLEASE PROOFREAD
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19041 Old Detroit Road
Rocky River • 440-333-5133a fre

sh f o
wer market

Holiday 
Gift inG
ideas

Advertise in our Nov. 27 and 
Dec. 11 issues by calling 
Laura at 440-477-3556.
Special Holiday Rates

by Joyce Sandy

We hope everyone is back to normal after 
the storm and the time change. It’s 
hard to believe that Thanksgiving is fast 

approaching and the holiday busy-ness is about 
to begin. And that’s where the Bay Village Library 
comes in! Attend one of our storytimes or specials, 
or choose a book to relax with. Ask us about music 
and book CDs for any upcoming trips – we have 
them for all ages! If you’ll be travelling with little 
ones, we’ll help you find a lullaby CD for everyone 
to enjoy at the end of a long day. 

If the guests are coming to your house, check 
out a recipe book or a few toys from the Toy Library. 
We’ll close at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 21, and 
will be closed on Thanksgiving, but the library will 
be open on Friday as usual. Make it a stop on your 
Friday shopping outing – everything is free at the 
library!

aduLt dePartment

Thursday, Nov. 15 (7 p.m.) west side 
market: 100 years and stiLL cOOking 
– Local food writers Laura Taxel and Marilou Suszko 
have joined forces on the new book of the same name 
which documents the rich history of the landmark 
that is celebrating its centennial this year. Join us 

as we share stories  and nostalgia of the renowned 
Market. Books will be available for purchase and 
signing.

Wednesday, Nov. 28 (7 p.m.) mayan caL-
endar in the sky – Could the ancient Mayans 
predict the end of the world? Why is Dec. 21, 2012, 
important? We’ll illuminate the science behind the 
Mayan calendar, ancient astronomy and popular 
doomsday predictions.

chiLdren’s dePartment

Tuesday, Nov. 13 (3:30 p.m.) greg heFFLey, 
mOve Over! Fun with cartOOning – For 
ages 8-14. Join us as we celebrate the release of “Diary 
of a Wimpy Kid: The Third Wheel.” Artist Melinda 
Placko from Young Audiences will share tips of the 
trade so you can learn how to draw cool cartoon 
characters yourself. Artists in training will also have 
a chance to win an autographed copy of the book.

Thursday, Nov. 29 (3:30 p.m.) JuniOr engi-
neering – For ages 8-12. Bring your ideas and 
imagination! Get together with other students and 
have fun creating all kinds of structures.

Please register for the programs by going online 
to cuyahogalibrary.org, calling 440-871-6392, or 
coming in to the library.  We’ll see YOU soon! 

CUYAhOGA COUNTY pUBLIC LIBRARY BAY VILLAGE BRANCh 

Upcoming programs at the Bay Village 
Branch Library

by Susan Ballard

The Bay Village Branch Library is getting ready 
for the December holidays and you can too. Join 
Carolina Martin on Tuesday, Nov. 27, at 4 p.m. 

when she will show how to use recycled plastic bottles 
to make holiday ornaments or a gift for your teacher.

Carolina is the director of Art on Wheels Inc., an 
organization that her mother created in 1989, which 
provides high-quality traveling hands-on art activities 
in the visual arts.

This program is for children ages 4-12 years. Chil-
dren under 6 years must be accompanied by a caregiver. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Bay Village Branch 
Library. Register now online at www.cuyahogalibrary.
org or call 440-871-6392. 

Make a holiday gift 
with Art on Wheels

You can learn how to make ornaments from 
recycled plastic bottles Nov. 27 at Bay Library.
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by Brenda O’Reilly and Chris Lyons

All area residents and merchants: 
Please save and drop off your 
used aluminum beverage cans 

at the Bay Village Fire Department to 
benefit burned children. These alumi-
num cans really do a lot of good for fire 
safety education, and for children who 
are victims of severe burns. The drop-
off bin is available for use 24 hours a 
day, every day of the year, and is in a 
brick-and-wood enclosure on the east 
side of the fire station driveway with a 
large red sign that reads ALUMINUM 
CAN RECYCLING.

Cans are collected by Aluminum 
Cans for Burned Children of Northeast 
Ohio (ACBC), whose mission is to pre-
vent burn injuries through fire educa-
tion and to impact the physical and 
emotional rehabilitation of pediatric 
burn survivors.

In 1986 the North-
ern Ohio Fire Fighters, the 
Northeast Ohio Fire Chiefs 
Association, along with 
MetroHealth Medical Center, 
started the ACBC founda-
tion to help children who 
suffer severe burn injuries. 
The ACBC program pays for 
special medical equipment 
not normally covered by 
insurance to aid in the heal-
ing process. ACBC strives to meet the 
individual needs of the patients and 
provides rehabilitation, clothing, toys, 
games, computer and video equipment 
and other miscellaneous items not cov-
ered by insurance.

Since 1988, burn survivors from 
age 5 to 16 have been able to enjoy a 
free, four-day retreat at a special camp. 
The camp experience brings together 
some 50-60 burned children to enjoy a 
fun, therapeutic camping experience 
with others who have suffered similar 
injuries.

The ACBC program also offers a 
scholarship program open to any pedi-
atric patient who has been an inpatient 
at MetroHealth’s Burn Center. The pro-
gram annually awards scholarships to 
qualified recipients at an accredited 
school or university.

You can read more about ACBC at 
their website, acbcohio.org. Feel free 
to stop in at the fire station with any 
questions or just to say hello when you 
are there to drop off your aluminum 
cans – we would love to see you! 

Firefighters collect 
aluminum cans to 
benefit burned children

BAY VILLAGE GREEN TEAM

Phone:Name:

Email:

Number of Tickets:   @ $15/person for Breakfast with Santa & Santa’s Secret Shop/Holiday Gift Shop          

 @ $1/person for Santa’s Secret Shop/Holiday Gift Shop       

Total  Enclosed $ (make checks payable to WECPTA)   

Return to Michelle Baker, 2205 Berkeley Drive, Westlake 44145 | email: michelle_baker@mckinsey.com | phone: 216‐618‐4872             

Delicious Breakfast

Entertainment

Pictures with Santa

Raffles

Kids’ Holiday Shopping

Breakfast with Santa & Santa’s Secret Shop/Holiday Gift Shop:  $15 per person
Santa’s Secret Shop/Holiday Gift Shop Only:  $1 per person

Don Umerley Civic Center Memorial Hall
21016 Hilliard, Rocky River, OH

Westlake Early Childhood PTA

Saturday, December 1, 2012
8:30 - 11:30 am

an event for the entire family

Children
under 2
FREE

Children
under 2
FREE

Breakfast with Santa tickets advance sale only. Santa’s Secret Shop/Holiday Gift Shop tickets sold at the door                 

Breakfast with Santa
Santa’s Secret Shop/Holiday Gift Shop

Breakfast with Santa
Santa’s Secret Shop/Holiday Gift Shop

            

                                                                                                  “Tis the Season”
Local businesses –

Sign up now for 
SpeciaL pricing 

to appear in our holiday issues
on nov. 27 & Dec. 11.

Deadline to reserve ad space for the November 27 issue is
WEDNEsDay, NOVEMBER 21.

Non-profit organizations –This is a great opportunity
to promote your events or holiday gift items, at reduced rates.

For rates and details,
call Laura at 440-477-3556 or email laura@wbvobserver.com

Bay Village Fire Chief Chris Lyons

Brothers Matthew and Luke Fragomeli point out the aluminum can recycling drop-
off, located between Bay’s fire and police stations on Wolf Road.

by Cynthia Eakin

The “Celebrations” exhibit continues, focus-
ing on Thanksgiving harvest time through 
a glorious Christmas at the Cahoon Family 

homestead. Christmas decorations can be seen on 
all three floors of Rose Hill Museum, with Victorian 
trees and a special display of vintage dolls.

Story time each Sunday, beginning Nov. 25 at 
3 p.m., will feature notable Bay Village residents 
telling the tale of how a young Cahoon daughter 
experienced the holidays with family and friends. 
Light refreshments will be served and children will 
have an opportunity to create a decoration to be 
placed on the 1818 tree.

The Rose Hill Museum gift shop offers English 
tea cups, Amish toy buggies and the much-sought-
after ornaments depicting Bay Village landmarks. 
Everyone is invited to visit this great historic home and to feel the holiday spirit it 
conveys. Hours are from 2 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. and admission is free.

Special holiday group tours can be arranged by appointment. Phone 440-871-
7338. Rose Hill Museum is in Cahoon Memorial Park at 27715 Lake Rd. in Bay Village. 

‘Celebrations’ exhibit continues 
at Rose Hill for the holidays

Vintage dolls are part of the “Celebrations” display at Rose Hill Museum.
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Interior Painting • Plaster & Drywall Repair • Staining
Wallpaper Removal & Installation • Skim Coating

NAT-25536-1

Quality interior and exterior painting for over a decade
FREE ESTIMATES • 440-454-2775 • www.allurepainting.net

FREE 
gutter cleaning 

with any exterior 

house painting

COMMUNITY EVENTS View more events and post your own for FREE on the Observer website at wbvobserver.com

Bay Presbyterian Church
 25415 Lake Road, Bay Village 

440.871.3822

Sunday worship times
  9:00 am - Blended (Promise) - Sanctuary
  9:00 am - Contemporary - Auburn Hall
  11:00 am - Contemporary - Sanctuary      
   11:00 am - Traditional with Communion -  
                        Auburn Hall

www.baypres.org

Hot Diggity Dog, inc.
Professional Pet Care Services

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Personal In-Home 
Pet Care
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable Prices For All Services
• Meals, Walks, Medication
• Plus personal play time and any other  
   special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com A proud member of the Bay Village community

Tree Management
Trimming/Removals

Stump Grinding
Commercial & Residential

Call now for a Free Estmate

1-440-941-1433
or email tree.management@me.com

Crane 
Service 

Available

There is also the old saying, “Friendship is the 
gift you give to yourself.” I do not recall who said it 
first but it is a great saying for the holiday season. 
We know that it means that if we offer our friend-
ship we will then find friends to add to our lives. 
The support and power of friendship changes 
lives. Those of us involved in the Compeer Club 
West Program see this occur all the time. 

If you are looking for a way to give the gift 
of acceptance and friendship to others please 
consider joining Compeer at Far West Center this 
season or in the coming year. Compeer’s  motto is 
“Making Friends. Changing Lives.” It is the sum-
mary of what Compeer does. If you become a 
volunteer for Compeer we can guarantee that you 
will receive many gifts in return including new 
friends, meaningful activity, laughter, community 
involvement, wellness opportunities and reward-
ing accomplishments. Compeer volunteers are 
asked to provide friendly support and encourage-
ment in social settings.

Why not put yourself on your “gift giving” 
list? Consider joining Compeer at Far West Center 
and you will receive more than you give. If you 
are interested we can arrange for you to talk to a 
current Compeer volunteer! You can reach me at 
440-835-6212, ext. 242. 

GIFT continued from front page

Nov. 14, 9 a.m.
The Herb Guild General Meeting
Come early to participate in some hands-on crafts. 
Business meeting begins at 10:00 a.m. followed 
by lunch. Starting at approximately 12:45 p.m., 
Marilou Suszko, author of three books, the latest a 
celebration of the West Side Market’s centennial, 
will present “It’s fall with Pumpkins, Gourds and 
More!” All are welcome.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Nov. 14, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
eBooks Updates
Northeast Ohio Personal computers’ November 
program features frances Brawner covering the 
background on eBooks and audiobooks, what 
eBooks and audiobooks Porter Library offers, and 
eReaders the library commonly deals with. feel 
free to bring your eReaders and ask questions 
after the program. Refreshments at 6:30 p.m.; main 
program begins at 7:15 p.m. this presentation is 
free and open to the public.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Nov. 14, 7:30 p.m.
Bay Village Community Band Concert - A 
Salute to our Veterans
In honor of Veterans Day, BVCB will be saluting 
our vets through music! Come see the Color 
Guard and thank our veterans for their loyal 
service to this country.
Bay Middle School, 27725 Wolf Rd.

Nov. 15, 6:30-8 p.m.
Free Recycling Seminar
Do you want to learn more about recycling? 
Presenters include Kathleen Rocco, education 
specialist from the Cuyahoga County Solid Waste 
District, and Brenda O’Reilly, the Bay Village 
Green Team co-chair. The seminar will cover what 
happens when your recyclable materials leave 
your curbside and tips for how to become a “near 
zero waste” household. Please register by calling 
Warren Remein at 440-724-1578 or emailing 
greenremein@yahoo.com
Community Room, Bay Village Police Department, 
28000 Wolf Rd.

Nov. 15, 6:30 p.m.
Free Health Lecture
“Energy Medicine: tap Into the Energy flow of 
Your Body for Health & Healing” presented by 
helen Kwon, M.d. Energy therapies for maintain-
ing health & treating disease! call 440-835-0104 
for reservations. Seating is limited.
Preventive Medicine Group, 24700 Center Ridge Rd., 
#370, Westlake

Nov. 16 & 17, 7 p.m., and Nov. 18, 2 p.m.
Westlake Center Stage Players presents “The 
Wizard of Oz”
The classic showed will performed by WHS 
students and over 100 elementary students. 
friday and Saturday shows at 7 p.m., Sunday 
show at 2 p.m. tickets: $7/adults, $5/students. 
General seating only. doors open 1/2-hour before 
performance.
Westlake Performing Arts Center, 27830 Hilliard Blvd.

Nov. 21, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Flu and Shingles Vaccines
Learn how to avoid the flu and shingles. Medical 

lecturer Tom Strong will also discuss the safety of 
these vaccines. free lunch. Space is limited, RSVP 
required. call 440-779-6900.
HCR ManorCare, 23225 Lorain Rd., North Olmsted

Nov. 24, 5-6:30 p.m.
Free Community Meal
A time and a place to come together for food, 
friendship, and good conversation! Serving 5 p.m. 
to 6:30 p.m. free to all, the church is accessible to 
the physically challenged. No carry outs.
Clague Road UCC, 3650 Clague Rd., North Olmsted

Nov. 28, 11 a.m.
Westlake Garden Club November Meeting
General meeting followed by lunch and a pro-
gram, “dried flower Arrangements.” Bring one or 
more containers suitable for a dried arrangement, 
scissors or pruners, and any dried flowers or plant 
material from your garden. A huge selection of 
dried material will be available for your use. Easy, 
fun, and you will go home with a lovely dried ar-
rangement. call 440-892-0189 for information.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

by Jan Litterst

Many West Shore 
residents have 
come to know 

and love Unity Spiritual 
Center through many dif-
ferent avenues. It might be 
through yoga, meditation, 
reiki, and fantastic speakers 
on many different topics. 
It might be through the 
Spiritual Cinema which will 
have its last movie for 2012 
on Friday, Nov. 16, from 
7-9 p.m. This month it is 
“Painting the Future” which 
reveals how the thoughts 
we choose create the life we 
live. The film is based on the 
teachings of Louise Hay and 
explores the power of posi-
tive thinking in healing past 
struggles and learning to live 

joyfully and heart-centered. 
This movie is truly inter-gen-
erational with a nine-year-
old young lady stealing your 
heart away.  

Join us for the Nov. 16 
film by registering at www.
unityspiritualcenter.com, 
or calling 440-835-0400 or 
showing up at 7 p.m. that 
evening for popcorn, the 
movie, and a discussion 
group with healthy snacks 
from Nature’s Bin. And it is 
still only $10 per person.

Others may know 
about Unity Spiritual Center 
through its affiliate pro-
gram Centered Wellness, an 
affiliation of transformative 
practitioners in the areas of 
physical, intellectual, emo-
tional, spiritual, social, occu-
pational and environmental 

concerns. The collective 
goal of all of the practitio-
ners is to help individuals 
in their personal trans-
formational journeys. 
There are opportunities 
to attend many different 
programs through Cen-
tered Wellness through-
out the year whether it 

be yoga, nutrition, financial 
wellness, mental health, 
naturopathy or life transfor-
mation.

There are opportunities 
for practitioners in the well-
ness arena to learn about the 
benefits of becoming a Cen-
tered Wellness affiliate by 
visiting www.centeredwell-
ness.org. It is a unique pro-
gram that holds promise for 
both affiliates and program 
attendees.

One of the Centered 
Wellness programs of great 
interest in December is a cel-
ebration of consciousness, 
spiritual evolution, food, 
drink, dancing and family 
fun – A-Shift’n & A-Swing’n 
Meet Ball! In open house 
style, beginning at 4:30 
p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 22, 
with appetizers and a cash 
bar paired with socializing 
and kids activities as well 
as spiritual and metaphysi-
cal conversation, followed 
by a spaghetti (vegan or 
meatball style) dinner. The 
evening will continue until 
10 p.m. with activities for 
the whole family including 

swing dance lessons. Admis-
sion is free but it is a cash bar 
and there is a $10 charge per 
person for dinner, but kids 
under 11 eat free! It is a great 
way to celebrate family-
style! Please register at www.
centeredwellness.org so that 
there is plenty of food for all. 
If you have questions, please 
call 216-228-0537.

Unity Spiritual Center 
will also have a Christmas 
concert and traditional 
Christmas Eve service among 
other programs throughout 
the month of December. 
The details will be coming 
in the Nov. 27 issue of the 
Observer. As always, Unity 
Spiritual Center, located at 
23855 Detroit Rd. in Westlake, 
is a resource for the whole 
West Shore community. Visit 
our spacious campus which 
includes a beautiful labyrinth 
and meditation garden.  

Oh, and by the way, we 
now have a paper recycling 
container on site west of the 
parking lot and east of the 
labyrinth where you are wel-
come to recycle your paper 
and flattened cardboard. 

Painting the future and shifts in 
consciousness at Unity


